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Response to Rejections based on 35 USC Sec. 1 l^Q^M 

In her office action mailed 6/16/2003, examiner Felton informed applicants jthat the?? 
SIR publication request filed 4/9/2002 would not be granted until a response was 
received for 35 USC 1 12 rejections issued on 10/13/2000 by examiner Bos in the parent 
to the SIR case. 
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Applicants respond below to said rejections. 

1 . In claim 1, "high surface area" is described in the patent application as being 
~200m 2 /gm at page 8, paragraph 1, line 6. Thus the use of the term in question 
has only one range of value and is thus defined. 

2. In claim 1, nanoscale is commonly used to describe substances which have a 
value in the millionth of a millimeter range. In the instant application sizes of 
pores are given as nanometer size in Figures 1-4. At page 8, paragraph 1, of the 
instant application pore size is given as 3-100 nanometers for the aerogels and 
ambigels of the instant invention. Long et al. p 454 shows nanometer sized 
particles of about 10 nm for various Mn0 2 preparations. The manganese oxide 
particles must be consistent with tho size parameters of the gels 

3. In claim 1 , please delete "-substantially absent-" and substitute "-low or 
extremely low-", support for this substitution is found at page 4, paragraph 2 of 
the instant application. 

4. In claim 1, line 4, said material is clearly referring to manganese oxide in lines 1 
and 2 of claim 1. In line 3, " — gel of manganese oxide material-"is that material 
from which pore fluid is being removed to form the manganese oxide material 
which is the subject of the claim. 
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5. In claim 4, please substitute "--with KMn0 4 -" for -using KMn0 4 -" as 
suggested by examiner Bos. 

6. In claim 5, please substitute -with NaMn0 4 -" for "-using NaMn0 4 -" as 
suggested by examiner Bos. 

7. In claim 6, please delete "-such as hexane--" 

8. In claim 7, please delete "-other-" at line 4 of claim 7. This usage is consistent 
with page 9, paragraph 2, lines 1 and 2 of the instant patent application. 

9. In claims 14-17,please add "-said material being-" to line 1 of each claim after 
"material", and delete "-said--" from line 2. 

10. In claims 18- 21, please delete "-form-" in line2 of each claim. 
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Comments: 

Applicants believe that the commemts and amendments to claims as outlined in 
paragraphs 1-10 above are fully responsive to the 35USC 1 12 rejections, and that the 
responses fully satisfy the examiners objections. 

Applicants respectfully request that examiner Felton forwards this SIR application. 


Respectfully Submitted 


Prepared By: 
William J. Connors 
Reg. No. 31,208 
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